TOPEKA RESCUE MISSION MONTHLY REPORT JANUARY 2019
Topeka Rescue Mission • 600 N. Kansas Avenue • Topeka, KS 66608-1240
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FACILITIES: 785-354-1744
Hope Center for Women & Families #8
Men’s Shelter #0
Distribution Center x366
Thrift Store 785-235-9094
TRM Boutique on the Blvd 785-478-5744
Children’s Palace 785-730-8810

PROGRAMS: 785-354-1744
Dining Services x322
Food Distribution x366
Education & Mentoring x338
Volunteer Services x393

COMMUNITY:
Operation Street Reach 785-230-8237

DONATIONS:
Monetary: 785-354-1744 x316
Material: 785-357-4285
Food: 785-357-4285

website: TRMonline.org
email: trm@trmonline.org

THE MINISTRY

OF YES

T O P E K A R E S C U E M I S S I O N Ja nu a r y 2019

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
AMERICAN
PRE-SORT INC

THE MINISTRY OF YES
The fourth president of the United States, James Madison once said, “If men
were angels, we wouldn’t need government.” Unfortunately, we aren’t angels
and we do need government. Human beings require a system of rules and
laws to govern us and provide order. All too often these “rules” come with
restrictions that interfere with other rules, are complicated, lack common
sense and frequently are barriers to real solutions. Often the quick answer to
complex problems results in, “that can’t be done, or we don’t do it that way,”
or simply the word...“NO!”
Many who suffer from poverty,
homelessness, hunger or a variety
of other challenges within our
community, nation and around
the world, often hear the word
“no” repeated constantly

throughout their lives. “No,
you’re not smart enough.” “No,
you don’t have the right kind of
education.” “No, you grew up
on the wrong side of the tracks.”
“No, we don’t do it that way!”

They may hear, “You’re poor,
addicted, unattractive, mentally
unstable, slow, lazy, stupid” or
any number of other unkind
hurtful labels. Some will wear
those labels throughout their
Cont. on page 2
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Cont. from page 1

lives. Then, on top of a lifetime
of negativity, people living on the
margins are consistently hearing
“NO” or “NO we can’t help
you,” from those in a position
to serve.

2 CORINTHIANS
1:19-20
ENGLISH STANDARD
VERSION (ESV)
For the Son of God,
Jesus Christ, whom we
proclaimed among you,
Silvanus and Timothy
and I, was not Yes and
No, but in him it is
always Yes. 20 For all the
promises of God find
their Yes in him. That
is why it is through him
that we utter our Amen
to God for his glory.
19

Ever wonder why some people
become so desperate they turn to
crime, unhealthy relationships,
gangs, or drugs and alcohol
to soothe the pain? Maybe
it’s because they have come to
believe there is NO hope!
In the first book of the Bible,
in the first chapter, verse 28,

we read ...
“Then God blessed them and
said, “Be fruitful and multiply.
Fill the earth and govern it.
Reign over the fish in the sea,
the birds in the sky, and all the
animals that scurry along the
ground.” Genesis 1:28 NLT
There’s that word
government or govern again.
The word govern here means
to subdue or bring order to.
You might ask, why would any
order or subduing be needed in
the perfect paradise?
Apparently even in
perfection, the Godhead created
an opportunity for man to
further develop His beautiful
system into something even
greater. But even in the midst of
this Garden of Eden there was
one piece of this paradise that
God emphatically said NO to!
NO touching, eating or even
being associated with, “the
forbidden fruit”. Unfortunately
for all of us, the first man and
woman failed to adhere to
God’s warning, thus banning
themselves and all future
generations from that perfect
paradise. Failing to follow
God’s orders led to the man and
woman finding themselves on
the outside of perfection and
fully immersed into a broken,
cursed world. I can only imagine

what that first mosquito bite
would have felt like, that first
head cold, the first realization
that now they must subdue or
govern a totally imperfect world.
The same imperfect world you
and I live in today. I imagine
they were tempted to walk in
continual fear of, “don’t touch
that, don’t go there, don’t eat
that.....”. This imperfect world,
a world filled with “no’s” and
“don’ts” wasn’t going to feed
them, clothe them, shelter
them, educate them or bring
advancements in their need
to survive. What’s also worth
noting is even though they were
no longer in paradise, God’s
command to subdue or govern
the world they now lived in,
remained intact. In fact, without
the perfection of the Garden,
the need to bring order was
even greater. They desperately
needed solutions.
While we live in the most
advanced civilization since
that perfect paradise was lost,
we continue to face wars,
immense hunger, poverty,
desperation and hopelessness.
The world is still desperately
in need of solutions. Many
question if we will ever find
a solution to the explosion of
homelessness in America, or
a solution to the over five-
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decade failed war on poverty.
When will there be a solution
to the staggering increase in
the number of children in need
of care right here in Kansas?
What about the realization
that human trafficking,
which is modern day slavery,
exists within communities
throughout this “free” nation?
What are we to do?
The ministry of the Topeka
Rescue Mission enters its
66th year in 2019. Thousands
have sought solutions to their
homelessness, hunger, addictions,
and hopelessness here. TRM
Ministries has attempted to
be there for all, working 24/7
to help find solutions for the
desperate. That said, throughout
these decades we find ourselves
in continual need to create and
improve the necessary structure
to run a safe and smooth
operation. Unfortunately, in
an effort to prevent conflict or

compromise safety, our structure
and “rules” can become the
“NO’s” desperate people hear so
often. Even a ministry dedicated
to finding solutions and sharing
God’s love can fall into the trap
of becoming a ministry of NO.
That’s not our heart’s intention,
nor how our Lord called us to
serve. That’s why I’m excited
to announce that beginning
this year TRM Ministries will
intentionality embrace our Godgiven direction to bring His love
to those in need by becoming
a ministry of YES. By focusing
on solutions, we significantly
improve our assignment
of sheltering the homeless,
feeding the hungry, equipping
and educating the young
and old, bringing stability to
impoverished neighborhoods and
combating human trafficking.
With God’s heart in mind
and with His help, we purpose to
be solution finders. It’s certainly

easier to just do what we can to
get through the difficulties of the
day by establishing needed order,
but we believe God is calling us
to go beyond the normal and
strive to be people of solutions.
TRM Ministries’ 2019 goal is to
develop the Ministry of YES,
ministry-wide. Equipping staff,
volunteers and guests to embrace
the YES, which means ...

YOU-EXEMPLIFY-SOLUTIONS.
Men and women, servants
all, looking for creative
ways to find solutions to a
multiplicity of needs.
Will this be easy? Absolutely not!
Rewarding and life changing?
Without a doubt!
Think about this possibility.
A group of YES people working
to reduce the number of homeless
kids attending our schools in
Topeka and Shawnee County
like they did in Wyandotte
County. A group of YES people
using a collective impact model
consisting of many individuals
and organizations aligned and
working together to find shelter,
housing and resources to help
these kids and their families
break free from homelessness.
The key to this success is to find
people and organizations willing
to say YES. YES, we will find a
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solution! The word NO is not an
option. Isn’t it time we stepped
out in faith believing God is all
about solutions? Didn’t God
Himself find a solution to our
sin by freely giving us His only
Son Jesus to take away our sins?
What if God said, “just can’t do
that one”? We would truly be
without hope. But God didn’t
say NO. He exemplified
the solution to our need,
whatever it cost.
Can you imagine a
community of churches coming
together, becoming churches
of YES? How about social
service agencies, educators,

law enforcement, the courts,
legislators, emergency services,
utility companies, financial
institutions, all taking the risk to
become organizations of YES?
How can Topeka and
Shawnee County Kansas
become a city and a county
of YES?
“YOU EXEMPLIFY
SOLUTIONS”
Simply by individuals and
groups coming together
with one goal in mind.
Find a solution!
If you see yourself as a
person, willing to look beyond
the status quo, beyond your

individual abilities and desiring
to trust God to show us His
solutions; and if you are willing
to put your ALL into working
alongside other YES people
and realize you can’t come to
the table with a “NO, sorry
we can’t”; then begin to pray
for God’s direction for how He
wants you to become involved.
Pray for the Ministry of YES to
become a reality at TRM and
beyond. Let’s bring the hope and
excitement of change to those in
need. Let’s find solutions never
found before. Let’s subdue the
word NO and together, become
people of YES! †

WE’VE MADE
GIVING A LITTLE
EASIER, WITH:
Text ‘TRMgive’ to 77977 to get started on your smartphone or
visit TRMonline.org and click the “Donate Now!” button.
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NEW YEAR,
NEW LOOK
EVERY $25 YOU SPEND HELPS SHELTER 3 PEOPLE FOR A NIGHT!

FIND US
ON FACEBOOK!
3400 SW TOPEKA BLVD.• MONDAY – SATURDAY 10AM-5PM

CURRENT NEEDS LIST

* DENOTES CRITICAL NEED ITEMS

FOOD ITEMS:
Peanut Butter / Jelly / Ravioli / Canned Tuna / Chicken / Cereal / Spaghetti Sauce / Soup
Baby Formula (Similac Advanced & Similac Sensitive) / Gallon Cans of Vegetables & Fruits / Coffee*
Sack lunch items (i.e. granola bars, fruit cups, pudding cups, snack crackers)

SUPPLY ITEMS:
Arm & Hammer Super Washing Soda / 20 Mule Team Borax / Fels Naptha Laundry Soap / Kleenex / Dish soap

HYGIENE/HEALTH ITEMS:
Diapers size 5 & 6 / Men’s and Women’s Deodorant* / Foot Powder / Toothpaste (small & large)* / Shampoo*
& Conditioner* Shower Gel (Hotel size & larger)* / Razors (Men’s and Women’s) / Cough Drops

CLOTHING:
Winter Clothing for Men, Women & Children (clothing and shoes can all be used) / Shoes – All Sizes

FURNITURE (in good condition):
Furniture – i.e. Couches, Recliners, Loveseats, Dressers, Tables, Mattresses, etc.
Large & Small Appliances – i.e. Washers, Dryers, Ranges, Freezers, Refrigerators & Microwaves
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